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Watchay,  
It is with great sorrow that I announce that our First 

Chief, John Fletcher Senior has passed away. He was a 

friend and inspiration to me and many others. We as a Nation would not be where we 

are right now without his leadership and mentorship.  

Regarding business, our relationship and negotiations with Watco Rail continues as we 

are discussing a partnership with this multi national company. Our intentions are to 

create a meaningful partnership that is mutually advantageous. We had no intention 

of  shipping Chromite, we have no agreements to ship Chromite and we have 

no agreements with Noront, the Ferrochrome plant nor KWG resources.  

We are in the process of  renegotiating our CBA with Alamos to build a better 

agreement with our community. We are hoping to complete this within the year.  

Islandview Camp has had another facelift, we have updated the lodge and are 

updating the grounds. Members can book to stay there for this 2021 season.  

We have shipped our “bunkie” trailers up to Missanabie, where we just acquired the 

new school. We have not determined what we 

are planning with the trailers, but having them 

in Missanabie, we felt was the best place for 

them. . 

In the spirit of  community and unity, 

Chief Jason Gauthier 

Missanabie Cree First Nation  
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Evacuee Proposal 

We are working with a number of organizations to see if Island View Camp could be used as a place for Evacuees 

from the Northern Communities to come to when their communities are being threatened by forest fires and floods. 

Every year Northern Communities are evacuated and often sent to hotels in larger cities. Mushkegowuk has been 

working to develop the “Home Away From Home” initiative which encourages First Nations to assist First Nations 

faced with evacuation, in an effort to not be sent so far from home and closer to the land. Talks started with leader-

ship over a year ago and our Missanabie Cree Leadership saw an opportunity to support this effort through Island 

View Camp. As discussions moved forward, the IVC Board, Missanabie Cree Business LP, Missanabie Cree Business 

LP, Camp Manager, and Wahkohtowin have become key players in planning and implementing strategies alongside 

leadership to get the logistics and partners needed to make this become a reality. 

Chief and Council have agreed to support increasing the number of beds on site as proposed by the IVC board. Not 

only with this help us during an evacuation, but will assist IVC’s capacity for the Annual Gathering which we hope to 

have next year in 2022. 

Recently we had a call with the Ministry of Health (MOH), First Nations Inuit Health Branch (FNIHB), and the Local 

Health and Provincial Emergencies Operations Centre (PEOC). They have shared what supports and funding they 

can offer to assist Missanabie for emergency management training opportunities, preparing the site, and during an 

evacuation. The team at PEOC stated that our plan to utilize IVC for evacuated communities looks promising and 

they are excited to see the Mushkegowuk vision of Nations supporting Nations during these difficult times picking 

up movement. 

As we progress forward through the planning there we will continue to update the community on these efforts. 

In the spirit of unity and Nation to Nation relations - The Island View Camp Board 

On July 5th, Chief Jason 

Gauthier met with Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau to 

talk about the needs of our 

citizens of Missanabie Cree 

First Nation. He explained 

the need for infrastructure 

on reserve. "We have waited for many years 

for those that choose to move back to 

Missanabie have the infrastructure to do 

that" stated Chief Jason Gauthier. He thanked 

him for settling with our Nation on the 

Federal level after 113 years. 
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CHIEF JOHN E. FLETCHER:  It is with great sadness that we 

announce the passing of a loving  husband, amazing father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, and great-great-grandfather, John E. Fletcher, on June 24, 2021; at 
the age of 92 years.  Dad passed away at home surrounded by his loving family.  
Pops was born in Missanabie, Ontario to Gilbert Fletcher and Mary LaCroix, 
and attended school in Sault Ste. Marie. 

On holiday from high school, he worked on a farm in Michigan.  When he 
finished school he got a job with the Algoma ships, the Algo Cinn and the Algo 
Steel.  Dad was a  stoker/fireman and enjoyed sailing the Great Lakes.   

In 1952, he travelled to Nipigon to visit his father, Gilbert. Fate guided him to a 
dance, where he met Hazel.  They were married in August of 1953, and began 
their family shortly afterward. Dad was a television/radio repair man. He had 
worked various jobs and was a jack of all trades. There wasn’t anything that he 
couldn’t fix or make. 

In 1963, he decided to move his family to Fort William.  After completing a test for a position at the Post 
Office, Dad became the first Native postman in Fort William.  This is an accomplishment that he was very 
proud of; and many people still refer to him as their mailman. 

Dad was incredibly musically inclined with the passion of playing fiddle. Pops had entered many Fiddle 
Contests, playing at Vickers Heights, Bon Soo, and The National Fiddle Championship in Shelbourne.  He later 
began carving and really enjoyed carving birds, ducks, paddles, and lawn ornaments. 

After his retirement Dad started the John Fletcher Band playing in Senior Homes across the city.  Every 
Thursday evening his band would be playing for a full house of fans at the Unifor Hall on Gore Street.   

In 1992, Pops was acclaimed as the first Chief of the Missanabie Cree First Nation and  

he is also their only Honourary Chief.  He loved working in the office with his daughter, Debbie and grandson, 
Pat. 

Dad is a member of St. Peter’s Parish, Knights of Columbus 1447, World Wildlife Association, Ducks 
Unlimited, Bird Watchers, the Retired Postal Workers Union, and the Ogden/East End Health – Seniors Club.  
Pops was an avid Blue Jays fan and did not miss a game. 

He is survived by his wife Hazel of 67 years.  His children, John, Paul (Darlene), Edward, Barbara, Deborah 
(Jason Ewing), Douglas (Shannon) Moonie (Carrie), Bobbi (Blair Decorte).  His 17 grandchildren:  Wesley (Mia), 
Patrick, Paula, James, Adam (Amber), Katelyn, Robert (Phyllicia), Brent, Neil, Troy, Dakota, Jordan, Brock, 
Conner, Jackson, Daniel, and Marcus.  He has 7 great-grandchildren; Jaicee, Tyler, Darion, Lena, Everett, 
Elizabeth, and Blake; and 2 great-great grandchildren; Cadence and Hunter.  He is also survived by 3 sisters and 
1 brother. Numerous nieces and nephews also survive.  Dad was predeceased by his parents, 6 siblings, and son 
Joseph in infancy, and his best friend and brother-in-law Marcel Angus. 

Due to Covid restrictions there will be a private family service.  A Celebration of Life will take place at a later 
date, when we will have the Celebration our Dad deserves. 

The family would like to thank Dr. Migay, and Dr. Storkson, Aaron Medd, NP and the Home Care nurses, 
especially Kathleen, Sam and Andrea, the paramedics, the PSW’s and all who took care of Pops. Also thank you 
to Fr. Joseph for giving Dad his final blessing. A special thank you to Carrie for being our medical liaison. 

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to St. Peter’s renovation fund, Grace Place, or Evergreen A United 
Neighbourhood. 
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Broken Chain 
 

We little knew that morning 

that God was going 

to call your name. 

In life we loved you dearly, 

In death we do the same. 
 

It broke our hearts to see lose you, 

you did not go alone; 

for part of us went with you 

The day God called you 
home. 

 

You left us peaceful memories 

your love is still our guide; 

and though we cannot see you, 

You are always at our side. 
 

Our family chain is broken, 

and nothing seems the same, 

but as God call us one by one 

The chain will link again. 
 

                                                                           
Ron Tramner 
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L 
ooks like summer is upon us now and Covid restrictions with Ontario are relieving 

along schedule.  

I would like to Congratulate all our of  Graduates this year on your successes. I 

would also like to congratulate all students that persevered through the school year 

this past year. This was not an easy year, Covid has taken away much of  what used to be the 

schooling norm. Wishing all students the best for next year.  

In this Bear Fax, I would like to announce our newest employees. In June, we had Bonnie 

Wiebe join us as the Family Services Supervisor. Bonnie looks forward to this new role with 

Missanabie Cree and working with the Family Services Team to deliver services and programs 

for the members. We also have Mandy Masse that has joined us as the Governance Project 

Assistant. She will be working with the Governance Committee and Natalie Gauthier our 

Governance Coordinator.  

The Family Services Team will be working on a number of  policies, procedures and guidelines 

to present to the community to ensure programs and service procedures have a clear outline 

and all community members will be aware of  programs and guidelines going forward.  

Family camp registrations have been closed we are doing our utmost best to ensure that we 

adhere to provincial guidelines during this year's family camp. Because of  restrictions, during 

the family camp, members will be divided into 3 cohorts to ensure that we keep it at a max of  

25 people during activities. During the family camp, we plan to offer a vast number of  land 

based programming during. The Missanabie Cree team looks forward to seeing you there.  

As many are aware, if  you've listened to the recent Chief  and Council meetings, the annual 

gathering will be held virtually. This is due to various reasons such as travel restrictions and an 

inability to house all members while maintaining public health restrictions. Council felt it was 

best to hold a virtual gathering to be inclusive and allow all members the ability to participate in 

programs, meetings and presentations. Next year we aim to have an amazing Annual Gathering.  

Shereena Campbell - Band Administrator 
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W 
achiaye, Boozhoo Missanabie Cree Members: 

The newly established Lands and Resources Department has been working tirelessly on 

MCFN’s portfolio of  business related to Resettlement, Forestry, Mining, Lands & Waters 

and Fish and Wildlife. We are a busy and dynamic team and we’d like to give you a snapshot of  all that 

we’ve been working on for the benefit of  the Missanabie Cree community in resource management. 

The Resettlement Committee has created sub-committees to undertake the work involved for three 

priority projects that will provide a successful foundation for development of  the reserve community. 

These subcommittees are: the Land Use Planning Sub-committee, the Energy and Water Management 

Sub-Committee, and the Emergency Management Sub-Committee. All three projects are integrally 

related. The Land Use Planning Committee will focus first on a project to bring the results of  the 

Reserve Creation Survey Part I to the membership and begin the development of  a draft Land Code 

for MCFN. Early in June, MCFN heard that it was awarded approval to become a signatory to the 

historic First Nations Lands Management Framework Agreement, certainly a moment to celebrate! 

MCFN will begin the process of  working with membership to develop and approve a land code that 

will replace the 44 lands management sections of  the Indian Act, and develop its own governance 

authority.  

The Energy and Water Management Sub-Committee is currently focusing on the many options 

available to the community to source heat and electricity to the community. Ty is exploring funding 

programs to possibly undertake a feasibility study of  renewable energy options and identify potential 

funding for capital development of  a renewable energy facility. The aim will be to bring recommended 

options for sourcing heat and electricity to Chief  and Council.  

The Emergency Management Sub-Committee is working on a proposal for funding to undertake 200 

year flood and fire risk mapping to inform strategic land use planning. Future focused flood maps will 

provide a basis on which to develop mitigation measures to minimize adverse impacts to homes and 

community buildings. It’s an important first step for successful community land use planning.  

With the support of  Wahkohtowin, MCFN has a strong business handle on forestry related business 

within its traditional lands. Missanabie Cree First Nation is shareholder and board member of  

Missanaibi Forest, a forest management unit almost entirely in Missanabie Cree’s traditional 

homelands. Working with Chapleau Cree First Nation, and Brunswick House First Nation, we have a 

Customized Consultation Approach to address incoming correspondence from Ministry of  Natural 
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Resources and Forestry, and a newly established Relationship Table, where larger issues such as 

Herbicide Spray and protecting Late Winter Moose Habitat are being discussed.  

Mining, in particular, gold mining, is certainly a busy business these days! There is one operational gold 

mine, and another about to reopen both in the Goudreau area, and two very active exploration mining 

companies working in the traditional homelands. The Lands and Resources Department is keeping a 

close eye on the mining company activities, to help ensure MCFN values are protected, and as well, 

ensure that the mining companies have negotiated fair Exploration and Community Benefit agreements 

with Missanabie Cree First Nation.  

This brief  update provides a glimpse of  the work being undertaken by the L & R team. On behalf  of  

the Lands and Resources Department, we extend to Missanabie Cree First Nation warm greetings and 

look forward to future community outreach activities including at the 2021 Annual Gathering.  

Meegwetch. 

Tess Sullivan, MCFN’s Director of  Lands & Resources 
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T 
he day of  the discovery was a heavy day with many thoughts pulling me in every 

direction with emotions of  anger, hurt, and frustration. I thought about what to 

do, a letter to government, a letter to the churches, a march for justice, a yearly 

march for the children. I thought about my mom, what it must have been like to be a lit-

tle girl so far away from home in a prison like place, how her big sister couldn't go and 

comfort and wipe the snotty nose of  her baby brother who had been crying for a long 

time. Today I pull my thoughts together, still feeling the heaviness like the rain that came 

down outside my window for two days. The sadness remains while I think about my 

mom who has been gone a long time now, as cancer took her life. I can't ask her the 

questions that I never thought to ask her when she was alive, but I realize this.... that if  

the trauma of  our ancestors are passed on to us, so does their DNA run through our 

veins. It's about a healing journey now, as we carry these little souls in our hearts that 

were hidden away in unmarked graves all these years on residential school grounds. This 

is what was left behind to be discovered at a time such as this. Our leaders must bring 

this to the powers that be, and to the steps of  the churches that harmed these little ones, 

to hold them accountable, to make it right before the world, not only in words, but in ac-

tions. They will need to prove their sincerity through monetary means to do away with 

third world conditions in the northern regions, and other reserves once and for all. Many 

of  our people deal with addictions today, which is a result of  the hate, discrimination, 

racism, and poverty - the atrocities that were inflicted on these little ones who suffered, 

but who did not die in vain. We must not allow them to ever be forgotten. We must rise 

up to make change, and not be victims of  a system any longer. Apology not accepted at 

this time, as this is a time of  grieving for our people while many more are still being re-

covered. We are not there yet. And many of  us are still in shock trying to absorb and ob-

serve what is taking place right before our very eyes.  

In the spirit of  community caring - Glad Fletcher-Hawkins, Elders Liaison 
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W 
e of  the Missanabie Cree First Nation Elders extend our deepest 

sorrow to the families of  the little ones at the Residential School and 

send our prayers and love to all. As we write this dedication to the 

children/babies discovered at the Residential Schools, who never 

made it home, we think of  how many more hundreds, or thousands of  children are 

waiting for us to find them…we think of  the little ones and the fear and confusion 

and no one to turn to… is heartbreaking. We owe them and their families the right to 

return them to their homes. Everyone we’ve spoken with describes the grief  

fluctuating to anger and back again to grief, some not understanding their feelings 

but mourning all the same. The loss has affected all…Indigenous and non-

Indigenous.  

First Nations across the country and beyond have been profoundly affected by these 

sad finds and are looking to have those who have murdered the children, brought to 

justice. We call on the Canadian government and all churches involved – Catholic, 

Anglican, United etc. to stop denying the history of  the people and admit to the 

genocide. You cannot hide the truth any longer. We will not “move on” we will 

continue to seek the truth and demand justice and what was taken away from First 

Nations…language, culture, ceremonies etc. and most precious – our children.  

We thank all the Elders who have spoken their truth through these days of  discovery 

and prior, our thoughts and prayers are with you, you are brave, courageous, and 

honourable. You are incredible and have given many others faith in their strength and 

hope for their healing. Also, through your truth have given others the strength to 

speak their truth. Miigwetch!  

June was Indigenous History month and is a time for all Indigenous and 

non-Indigenous people alike to know the truth and reflect on. 
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Brooke Phillips 

Grade 8 Grad 

Ava Salisbury 

Grade 8 Grad 
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     Toronto 

SUNDAY 

ᐊᔭᒥᐦᐁᐧᐃᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

ayamihêwi-

kîšikâw  

MONDAY 

ᐅᔥᑭᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

oški-kîšikâw  

TUESDAY 

ᓃᔓᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

nîšo-kîšikâw  

WEDNESDAY 

ᐋᐱᐦᑕᐧᐊᓐ 

âpihtawan  

THURSDAY 

ᓀᐤᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

nêw-kîšikâw  

FRIDAY 

ᐸᐦᐧᑫᔑᑲᓂᑮᔑᑳᐤpa

hkwêšikani-

kîšikâw  

SATURDAY 

ᒫᑎᓇᐧᐁᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

mâtinawê-

kîšikâw  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

RSVP- High Park 

Medicine Walk  

6 

 

 

7 

  

8 

High Park 

Medicine Walk – 

5:30pm – 7:00pm  

9 

FOOD Program 

Mail -Out  

10 

 

11 

 

12 

Summer Supplies 

Registration  

13 

 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

Pot Luck Picnic 

Gathering – 

Location TBD  

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 23 

  

24 

  

25 

 

26 

Family Camp – 

Island View  

27 

Family Camp – 

Island View  

28 

Family Camp – 

Island View  

29 

Family Camp – 

Island View  

30 

Family Camp – 

Island View - 

Departure  

31 

 

FOOD PROGRAM- Mail- Outs will be continued during the first part of the month. 

Pot Luck-Picnic Gathering - Location Suggestion End Date July 11th. 

Family Camp - Family Camp will be from July 26- July 30.  Wishing our Youth a fun and safe trip!  

 july 2021 
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Finally, the city is opening back up and we are entering another stage. 

Thank you everyone who participated in the Healthy Active Life Style. Its great to see 

everyone making positive choices for themselves and family. Lets continue to keep 

the momentum going!! Keep posting, keep encouraging one another.  

 July 8th- We will be having a Medicine Walk at High Park in the evening of  July 8th, 

refreshments will be provided. So please make sure you RSVP if  you will be coming. 

This will also give us an opportunity to come together to stay active and learn about 

our traditional plants from Alexandra Langford-Pezzo who is knowledgeable with 

them.  Location and details will be provided as we get closer to the date. 

July 17th- It would be nice to see us get together for a potluck picnic after a long, 

long, lockdown- of  course within the Covid Guidelines.  We normally have our 

picnics at the beach, But the beach can be pretty busy during the weekends.  So I’m 

leaving the location to have the picnic open to suggestions, where we should have it 

with less business. Unless, we are all comfortable with still having it at the beach. So 

email me your suggestions by July 11th Toronto@MissanabieCree.com. MCFN will 

provide the Hamburgers/Hotdogs for the picnic.  

Lastly, to our college/ University Students, if  you are at another location of  residents 

for the summer, be sure to email where to send your food cards.   

Have a wonderful Summer and hope to see you soon!  

Vanessa Mahan 

Toronto Hub Coordinator 

Email: Toronto@Missanabiecree.com  

    Toronto 

July 2021 

Wayche Everyone, 
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    Sudbury 

SUNDAY 

ᐊᔭᒥᐦᐁᐧᐃᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

ayamihêwi-

kîšikâw  

MONDAY 

ᐅᔥᑭᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

oški-kîšikâw  

TUESDAY 

ᓃᔓᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

nîšo-kîšikâw  

WEDNESDAY 

ᐋᐱᐦᑕᐧᐊᓐ 

âpihtawan  

THURSDAY 

ᓀᐤᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

nêw-kîšikâw  

FRIDAY 

ᐸᐦᐧᑫᔑᑲᓂᑮᔑᑳᐤpa

hkwêšikani-

kîšikâw  

SATURDAY 

ᒫᑎᓇᐧᐁᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

mâtinawê-

kîšikâw  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

 

7 

  

8 

 

9 

Buy & Mail 

Healthy Snack GC 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

Deadline for Bullet 

Registration 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 23 

Deliver and Mail 

Smoothie Prog. 

GG 

24 

  

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

 

Aanii Missanabie, 

July brings us the first full month of summer. I hope you all are having a blast. Be safe when in the sun please. I want to say Happy Canada’s 

Day to all. Am aware that a lot of member will be enjoying their camps. That is why this month for my community, I choose to keep it simple 

with a smoothie program.. My final comment is that, if I have available funds I will have a draw for smoothie program. Members will only need 

to submit pictures. Miigwetch, Julien Bergeron 

 July 2021 
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  Thunder Bay 

July 2021 

SUNDAY 

ᐊᔭᒥᐦᐁᐧᐃᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

ayamihêwi-

kîšikâw  

MONDAY 

ᐅᔥᑭᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

oški-kîšikâw  

TUESDAY 

ᓃᔓᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

nîšo-kîšikâw  

WEDNESDAY 

ᐋᐱᐦᑕᐧᐊᓐ 

âpihtawan  

THURSDAY 

ᓀᐤᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

nêw-kîšikâw  

FRIDAY 

ᐸᐦᐧᑫᔑᑲᓂᑮᔑᑳᐤpa

hkwêšikani-

kîšikâw  

SATURDAY 

ᒫᑎᓇᐧᐁᑮᔑᑳᐤ 

mâtinawê-

kîšikâw  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

Healthy Snacks for 

Youth 

 

 

7 

  

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

Fruit Baskets for 

all families in 

Thunder Bay  

 

 

21 

On-Line Book 

Reading  Mukwa 

and the Suitcase  

22 23 

  

24 

  

25 

 

26 

Family Camp  

27 

Family Camp  

28 

Family Camp  

29 

Family Camp  

30 

Family Camp  

31 

 

Note:  I am hoping for some sort of normal interactions since the stay-at-home order has been lifted.  There will be a Family Camp in 

Missanabie July 26 to 30.  Please register early for this event.  For those who have not yet received their Vaccines, I encourage you to do so.   

Conner and I will be delivering Fruit baskets to our members in Thunder Bay.  We will also be delivering the Healthy Snack Envelopes to our 

Youth.  Please remember to send in your coloring page for a chance to win a gift card of your choice. Stay Safe.  Stay Healthy.  Follow the 

Covid Protocols.  

 

mailto:thunderbay@missanabiecree.com
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Hello Everyone, 

I would like to announce the passing of our First Chief of the Missanabie Cree First Nation.  My dad, John 

Fletcher Sr., passed away at home on June 24, 2021, with his family by his side.  We had a private family 

service; and a Celebration of Life will follow later possibly in the fall. 

Conner and I will be delivering the envelopes for our students.  In these envelopes are:  a gift card for 

healthy snacks for the month, the hub newsletter, calendar for the month, and colouring pages. 

Remember to get these colouring pages in by month’s end; you can win a $25.00 gift card or $10.00 gift 

cards.  

I am hoping that when the Stay-at-home order is lifted, we can get back to doing normal activities.  We still 

need to social distance and wear a mask when out. Summer is here and I know that a few of you will be 

going out camping and fishing.  Enjoy this time out as we have been locked up for far too long.  For those 

who would like to continue with the Thunder Bay Community Walking Challenge (winner in each age 

group will receive a gift card), please contact me to register.   

For those who have not yet received their first Vaccine or need to book their second Vaccine, The 

Thunder Bay Urban Indigenous Covid 19 Vaccine Clinic is still open. This clinic is now located at the 

Valhalla Inn back door.  This clinic is open to the Thunder Bay Urban Indigenous population and their 

families.  You need to be at least 16 years of age at the time of the vaccination.  If you would like to 

register, please call:  807-697-1753, Mon to Fri between 10 am and 2 pm.  

There will be a Family Camp for MCFN members. This camp will run from July 26 to July 30/21 tentatively.  

Registration is now full. 

All social events are contingent with restrictions due to Covid. 

If you have any comments or questions, I can be reached at: thunderbay@missanabiecree.com  

Meegwetch, 

Debbie Ewing, Thunder Bay Hub Coordinator and Conner Decorte, Youth Representative 

Remember:  Wear your mask when not at home, wash your hands regularly, use had sanitizer when away 

from your home.  STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY, STAY HOME. 

    Thunder bay 

July 2021 

Thunder Bay Hub Newsletter 
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MINOR’S NEEDS FUND 

 

Missanabie Cree First Nation has reviewed the needs of the community and sees an increasing need to offer ser-

vices that extend to registered and non-registered children of members. Missanabie Cree continues to pursue eco-

nomic adventures that will help support the community in achieving self governed programs. 

The Missanabie Cree Vision Statement reads: 

We are the Omushkego of the Missanabie Cree Ililiwak; whose vision is 

to have a united and self-governing body that will determine our 

destiny guided by the Seven Grandfather Teachings. 

 

We understand that the financial impacts of some of these expenditures can significantly affect a household. 

Without these services there may a detrimental impact to the youth and Missanabie Cree sees value in providing 

for the youth. Missanabie Cree has set a predetermined amount of unfettered funds aside for this purpose. Cur-

rently FNIHB does not cover all expenses for registered children and have no coverage for non-registered chil-

dren of members.  

Eligible Expenses  

 Orthodontal care parentheses (braces, Invisalign, etc.) 

 Eye glasses 

 Hearing aids 

 

If your child requires the any of the above list of eligible expenditures and you are a registered mem-

ber of Missanabie Cree First Nation, please contact Leslie Gagnon at 705-254- 2702 extension 226 or 

send an email to lgagnon@missanabiecree.com to apply.  

 

 Must be under the age of 18  

 Must be the child of a registered Missanabie Cree First Nation member  

 Must complete intake form  

 Must provide a quote and complete an information release form  

 Must provide a list of documents on the intake form (including denial letters from NIHB if applicable) 

mailto:lgagnon@missanabiecree.com
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COVID 19 NUTRITIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 

Missanabie Cree First Nation has developed a COVID 19 nutritional assistance program for the mem-

bers whose income has been directly impacted by the COVID Pandemic restrictions and shutdowns. 

Funds are limited and requests will be accepted in the order they come in.  

Funding will be approved on a 4-week basis with re-evaluation after 4 weeks. Amounts will be sent as gift 

cards  

This is separate from the Family/Student Healthy Snack Program or Elders Nutrition program. 

What can we provide: 

$50 per person in the household per week. Service need will be re-evaluated after 4 weeks. Gift cards will 

be sent bi-weekly. 

To be eligible: 

 Must be a registered member of Missanabie Cree First Nation 

 Must complete an intake form. 

 Must be able to provide name of grocery store that is close to you. 

 Must be impacted by loss of (personal/spousal) income due to COVID restriction (*Proof required) 

 Must be willing to provide information (living situation, number of people in household, workplace de-

tails) to MCFN employee for clarification. 

**Proof of loss of income – ROE, Employment Insurance stub (CERB, CGB, RB), last employer 

paystub 

**Assistance will only be issued to one individual at a residence. If you have more than one family in a 

residence, please include all household members in one application 

 

In order to apply please contact Lesley Gagnon at 705-254-2702 ext. 226  

or via email at lgagnon@missanabiecree.com 
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In Office Card Renewals: Until the Algoma Region is in the Green zone, the MCFN 

office will NOT be renewing or replacing Status Cards as our offices are closed to 

visitors. When the office reopens, card renewals for Members will be by 

appointment only. Please call ahead when and only when our area is in the green. 

If your card is expired and you need a temporary confirmation of status,  you can 

call (1) 844-280-5011 to make this request. INAC offices have posted the 

following :  

Secure Certificate of Indian Status Application Centre: 

COVID-19-related office closure: All Indigenous Services Canada offices for 

Indian status and secure status card applications will be closed until further notice 

due to circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic. 

To support national efforts to contain the COVID-19 pandemic, the Public 

Enquiries Contact Centre is temporarily providing services via  e-mail only. An 

agent will respond to your request as soon as possible. We are prioritizing 

requests based on their urgency. Updates on the status of an application for 

Indian Status cannot be provided at this time.  

Email: InfoPubs@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca 

Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause. 

Updating Addresses.: Members, please keep your address up-to-date so you 

don’t miss out on pertinent information regarding band business.  Please use the 

form below and mail or fax it to Missanabie Cree First Nation. You may also call 

the Band Office or email June Markie at jmarkie@missanabiecree.com.  

Please Note:  A Change of address Can Only be processed with information 

provided by the individual involved, not from anyone else. 

Deceased Members: Names of deceased members are not removed from the 

band voter’s list unless the information is provided to Aboriginal Affairs. Anyone 

with funeral information (i.e. name of funeral home/location), date of death, a 

death certificate, or anyone who can be contacted for this information, please call 

or leave a message with  Shereena or Louise at the MCFN Band Office. 

mailto:InfoPubs@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca
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Happy Birthday to my  

Great Grandson Carter 

Love you  

Grama June 

Happy Birthday to 

Paul Fletcher,  

Love the Family 

Happy Birthday to               

Troy Dumonski (Fletcher), 

Love the Family 

Happy Birthday to my  

Grandson Codey 

Love you very much 

Nanny June 

Happy Birthday to Cody & 
Mackenzie Love Natalie 

Happy Birthday too all 
who are celebrating July 

Birthdays &  
Happy Canada Day 

From the desk of  June 
Markie/MCFN 

Happy Birthday to my 

Granddaughter Jessica  

Love you so much 

Nanny 

Happy Birthday to my Great 
Grandson Seifer 

Love you lots 

Nanny 
Happy Birthday to my 

Grandson DJ Wilson 

Love you 

Grama June 

Happy Birthday Shawn 

Love you my Boy 

MOM 
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 Peggy 

 

 Sherri Lynn 
Cody 

 

Brandi Lee 

Terri Lee 

 

Kayla 

Dayna 

Theresa 

 

Louise 

Jayson 

Paul 

 

Douglas 

 

Morgan  

David 

 

James (Jim) 

Scott 

Samuel D. 

 

Marion 

 

Tannis 

Daniel 

 

Paul James 

 

Karen 

 

Jessica 

Luciano 

Shannon 

Ashley 

 

Paula, William 

Elisabeth 

 

Mackenzie-Jo 

 

Ryan 

 

Lori 

Megan  Kathleen Rask 

 

 

Shawn 

 

Ian 



BEAR FAX            July 2021            Paskiwa Peesim          Page 31          Return to Top 

 

 

SATELLITE OFFICE:   www.missanabiecreefn.com 

559 Queen St. E  174B HWY 17B  Phone:    705-254-2702  

Sault Ste. Marie, ON Garden River, ON Toll Free:  1-800-319-3001 

P6A 2A3 P6A 6Z1  Fax:   705-254-3292 

Missanabie Cree First Nation Chief & Council 

Chief  Jason Gauthier Ext. 231 jgauthier@missanabiecree.com 

Deputy Chief Les Nolan  lnolan@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Cory McLeod  cmcleod@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Joanne Pezzo  jpezzo@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Bobbi Fletcher-Decorte bfletcher-decorte@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Shawn Pine   spine@missanabiecree.com 

Elder Liaison Glad Hawkins  gfletcher-hawkins@missanabiecree.com 

Youth Council Aletha Pezzo, Miriam Bergeron, Meagan Harris, Connor Fletcher-Decorte, 

 & Ava Salisbury  

Missanabie Cree First Nation Staff  

Band Administrator Shereena Campbell Ext. 235 scampbell@missanabiecree.com 

Bookkeeper Louise Campbell  Ext. 224 lcampbell@missanabiecree.com 

Reception June Markie Ext. 221 jmarkie@missanabiecree.com 

Program Development Lesley Gagnon  Ext. 226 lgagnon@missanabiecree.com 

Band Administrative           

Assistant - C&C 

Amber Lacrosse   Ext. 231 alacrosse@missanabiecree.com 

Post-Secondary Education Gloria Harris Ext. 227 education@missanabiecree.com 

Governance Coordinator Natalie Gauthier Ext. 230 ngauthier@missanabiecree.com 

Governance Coordinator Mandy Masse Ext. 230 mmasse@missanabiecree.com 

Assisstant    

Lands & Resources Director Tiffany (Tess) Sullivan  tsullivan@missanabiecree.com 

Lands & Resources Tech Michelle Carroll  mcarroll@missanabiecree.com 

Lands & Resources Tech Tetyron Hourtovenko  thourtovenko@missanabiecree.com 

Elders Council   Elders Liaison: Glad Fletcher-Hawkins 

Audrey Bateson  Bill Yerex Bonnie Weibe Carol Nolan Cathy Clement 

Cheryl Macumber D’Arcy Fletcher Debbie Ewing Diane Astle Gloria Harris 

Jackie Fletcher  Kathy Beaudry Kim Young Laura-Lee Rawlyk Lori Rainville 

Marion Nolan Shirley Bain Shelly Fletcher Shirley Horn Terri Lou Fletcher 

Pamela Rew      
Governance Coordinating Committee (GCC) 

Kyle Bateson  Deb Ewing  Victoria Pezzo              Zack Jefferies 

CONTACTS  AND  OTHER  INFORMATION (Page 1 of 2) 
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mailto:tsullivan@missanabiecree.com
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SATELLITE OFFICE:   www.missanabiecreefn.com 

559 Queen St. E  174B HWY 17B  Phone:    705-254-2702  

Sault Ste. Marie, ON Garden River, ON Toll Free:  1-800-319-3001 

P6A 2A3 P6A 6Z1  Fax:   705-254-3292 

 

Missanabie Cree First Nation Hubs 

Location    

Wawa/Missanabie Brad Nolan  missanabie@missanabiecree.com 

Thunder Bay  Deb Ewing  thunderbay@missanabiecree.com 

Sudbury  Julien Bergeron  sudbury@missanabiecree.com 

Toronto Vanessa Mahan  toronto@missanabiecree.com 

London Karen Phillips  london@missanabiecree.com 

Missanabie Cree Family Services (MCFS)  705-254-2702 

New Location: 559 Queen St. E., Sault Ste. Marie, ON, P6A 2A3                           

Family Services Supervisor  Bonnie Wiebe 203 bwiebe@missanabiecree.com 

Reception Jana Harris 206 jharris@missanabiecree.com 

Choose Life Coordinator   April Wesley 201 awesley@missanabiecree.com 

Mental Health and Addictions  Danica Boyer  dboyer@missanabiecree.com 

Family Support Worker Vacant 203  

Family Well-being Worker  Meagan Harris 204 mharris@missanabiecree.com 

Registered Practical Nurse Vacant   

Missanabie Cree Business Corporation (MCBC)  705-575-2188 

Location: 553 Queen Street East, 2nd floor 

General Manager - Joseph Sayers                   705-992-5172 gm_mcbc@missanabiecree.com 

Executive Assistant - Brittany MacLean          705-992-5192 bmaclean@missanabiecree.com 

CBA Coordinator - Hannah Caicco                   705-255-6198 cba_mcbc@missanabiecree.com 

NOHFC Bear Train Manager Intern                beartrain@missanabiecree.com  

Johnathon Lalonde  

Business Intern - Morgan Boissoneau-Boyer  mcbc_reception@missanabiecree.com 

CONTACTS  AND  OTHER  INFORMATION (Page2 of 2) 

http://www.missanabiecreefn.com/
mailto:missanabie@missanabiecree.com
mailto:thunderbay@missanabiecree.com
mailto:sudbury@missanabiecree.com
mailto:toronto@missanabiecree.com
mailto:london@missanabiecree.com
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VISION STATEMENT OF THE MISSANABIE CREE 

We are the Omushkego of the Missanabie Cree Ililiwak;  

whose vision is to have a united and self-governing body 

that will determine our destiny guided by the Seven Grandfather Teachings. 

 

We have a vision of a leadership that is open, honest, trustworthy; 

a leadership with conviction, accessible to the people; 

a leadership that is progressive yet respectful of our traditions, values, and beliefs; 

a leadership with confidence, always watchful and assertive 

in protecting and preserving the treaty and aboriginal rights of our people; 

a leadership that is directed by our people 

and with exclusive accountability to our people and our people alone. 

 

We have a vision of our community re-established on the traditional lands 

that were once the homeland of our ancestors 

where institutions of our government, economy and education can once again thrive. 

 

We have a vision of a people where individuals and families can stand strong 

and find healing through tradition and spirituality; 

individuals and families who are loving and compassionate. 

 

We have a vision of a people who are bi-cultural and bi-lingual; 

a people who can walk in both worlds contributing to our well-being, 

the well-being of other Indigenous Peoples; contributing and competing globally. 

 

We have a vision of a Nation of people who respect the dignity of all; 

a people who find balance through equality. 

 

We have a vision of people who respect the environment, 

harvesting and reaping the resources of the land in a sustainable manner 

as responsible stewards for the use of future generations. 

 

We are the Omushkego of the Missanabie Cree Ililiwak; 

whose vision it is to regain and restore our rightful place 

and through the strength of our people, never again be denied our place in society. 
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