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Watchay, 
 

Another month has come and gone in 
isolation and we have tried some 
imaginative ways of  engaging 
members in this time of  uncertainty. Our new hub 
coordinators have been hired as staff  members now and we 
hope to see more engagement with people in those areas. 
Unfortunately we do not have hubs outside of  Ontario yet, but 
we are looking at ways of  reaching out to community 
members outside Ontario and even Internationally. 
We have recently seen businesses open up, and it appears as 
though people are starting to interact within municipalities 
with less restriction. Please be aware, that there are going to 
be other waves of  infection coming 
our way and we must be very 
cautious of  how we proceed. Stop 
the spread of  the virus by social 
distancing, wearing a mask, and 
staying at home when you can. 

 

Be safe and be well, 

Chief Jason Gauthier 
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Wachiaye: 
January 2020 - Along with attending the regular scheduled Chief  and 
Council meetings, I traveled to Sioux Lookout, Ontario, to participate 
in the NAN Education Fiscal Management Working Group Project. 
There were a total of  14 NAN/Mushkegowuk communities 
participating. The focus of  the three day meeting was implementing 
the education system within the community along with adapting best 
practices of  an independent education system. 

February 2020 - Attended the Tulloch Engineering presentation at 
the Thunder Bay hub which included the four optimal sites for 
housing to be built. Questions included; 

 How soon can development begin? 

 How will it work if  families want to be housed in the same area? 

 Will there be a fee for services i.e. garbage? 

I also attended the First Nations Housing Conference in Thunder 
Bay. From the number of  workshops I attended, I now understand 
that creating our community and it’s infrastructure is not going to be 
an easy task. During the conference, It was suggested that a good 
starting point would be to create a committee to develop a general 
housing policy and agreement and hold  strategic planning meetings 
with membership as it takes a collective 
approach to create a community. A First Nation 
in BC previously developed a Housing Policy 
Toolkit, which will be a valuable information 
package for our policy development committee. 

Tulloch Engineering also presented to the Sault 
Ste. Marie hub. There was a lot of  interest in the 
four identified areas as well. Questions were 
similar to those asked by the Thunder Bay hub 
members. 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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(Continued from Page 3) 

March 2020- Tulloch Engineering also presented to the 
London hub. Aside from the similar questions asked at the 
other hubs, a question was asked on how will the United 
States members would be informed of  this information. 
Information on the presentation was made available on the 
MCFN website. After having a meeting with the Governance 
Coordinating Committee, Chief  and Council were able to 
hold a face to face meeting . 

April and May 2020 have been quiet months due to Covid-19 
and the restrictions set in place by government in terms of  
attending meetings or conferences pertaining to my portfolio 
have been delayed. Chief  and Council continued having their 
regular meetings via teleconference along with Covid-19 
meetings on the alternate weeks. 

I’d like to say chi miigwej to the Family Services team for 
their on-line programming. Great work and planning.  It was 
uplifting for myself  to be able to sing along with the hand 
drumming. 

I would like to welcome the five new hub coordinators. Not 
only are you providing land-based activities, you are the’ 
baabishkan’ of  keeping our community together. 

I’d like to extend my condolences to the family members of  
those who passed over to the spirit world and also welcome to 
the babies that were born. 

Wanting nothing but the best for all… keep safe and healthy. 
 

Band Councillor JoAnn Pezzo 

Return to Top Page 
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Tanisi, Atamiskatowin and Hello 

The summer (Nipin) season is soon to be among us, the vibrant buds, growth and 

new life will appeared. It is time of  the year that mother earth rejuvenates herself. 

With that being said, during this pandemic I hope all is well. That you are 

practicing social distancing, wearing a face mask when out and about, and 

washing hands often. This is a different time for all of  us so please, remember to 

take time for yourselves, if  only 5 to 10 minutes a day for your own wellbeing. 

Myself, I do work around the house, even if  is just picking weeds, or going for a 

walk with my dog, I am out and getting refreshed. 

Chief  and Council, continue to meet weekly. Every other week is discussing  

Covid-19 issues and the following week are C & C issues.  

Concerning the TLE, we are diligently pursuing the banks to expedite the 

remainder of  the per-capita distribution. 

This past month I participated in a webinar with Odonaterra (Community 

Environmental Strategies), Wakatowin and Mushkegowuk regarding a Forestry 

Impact Assessment. 

I continue to volunteer at Kunuwanimano Child and Family Services, as vice chair 

on the Board of  Directors and Well Being Rep for MCFN and Economic 

Development initiatives. 

As previously stated, please do not hesitate to call, text or email me with any 

questions or concerns. If  I can’t answer your issues right away I will gladly find 

the information you are wanting or needing and get back to you.  

Hai Hai, Ekosi and Chi Miigwetch. 

As always with honesty, unity, and in spirit of  all communities. 

Councillor Les Nolan, Deputy Chief 

Return to Top Page 
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I hope this article finds you well and healthy during the pandemic. Our office 
remains closed to visitors, and staff  are still working remotely. If  you need to contact 
a member of  staff  please call the main office line and leave a message. Staff  are 
checking their voicemails regularly and messages are passed along from reception to 
staff  when checked (approximately 3 times a day).   

Staff  are working to update contact information for our members. If  you have moved 
recently and have not provided us with an updated address and phone number please 
email jmarkie@missanabiecree.com and jharris@missanabiecree.com . 

We have submitted applications for pandemic planning and food sustainability 
initiatives as well as begun sending out educational resources and support to 
community members. Both disposable and washable masks along with hand 
sanitizer has been shipped for distribution through the hubs and the Family Services 
Team.  

The new Online Programming Group has been set up on Facebook and continues to 
be a successful way to engage with the membership during the pandemic. We are 
looking at different communication tools to identify the one that works best. If  you 
are having difficulty with the program please let the Family Services Team know. 

Please understand that at this time, we are unable to make status cards for members. 
Also, at this time, Indigenous Services Canada is not providing status cards.  

If  you have an expired status card and are worried that you will be denied basic 
services such as health benefits, dental benefits, and tax exemptions that a             
non-expired status card would provide please read the informational documents on 
pages 22-30. This information was to be provided to service providers from 
Indigenous Services Canada. 

Just a reminder, at this time, due to the current legislation of  Ontario regarding 
campgrounds and short term rental facilities, Island View Camp and all its facilities 
are closed. Once it is safe to open Island View, usage of  facilities will be limited as 
guidance is provided under public health guidelines. We are currently developing a 
set of  guidelines and procedures that will be in place if  and when we are able to 
open for the season. 

Stay safe and stay well! 

Shereena Campbell  
Band Administrator 
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Always a treat to talk to everyone. My department is busy and steady as I go through 
education applications, do financial calculations, check for accuracy of  documentation 
required, and make files of  New Applicants and Returning Students. There are 
regulations to follow made by Indigenous Services Canada that state who is funded, 
eligibility, non-eligible, levels, and so much more. Missanabie Cree does have some 
discrepancies but it is not always known if  there will be cutbacks to students’ current 
rates or enhancements to their monthly funding. Like all places that provide programs 
dollars, it is like a puzzle and putting the pieces together till you have a completed 
picture. 

I have been receiving emails daily of  members requesting education application forms. 
There is a strict protocol to follow when making a new application for education 
funding. 

On the website there is “fillable” PDF form consisting of  5 pages. Once this is filled it 
must be “SAVED AS” before hitting send button. Along with these 5 pages you must 
send the following: 

 Picture of  front and back of  status card. 

 Letter of  Acceptance from the education institution you applied to. 

 Official transcripts of  your last school attended. 

 Letter stating your educational goals. 

If  there is anything missing, I notify you and give a time frame of  when I must receive 
all the required forms. Failing this, your application will not be considered in time. 

Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) also puts out information for student 
funding and they describe this as an opportunity for a student to begin financial 
management and planning by accessing their funds, as it is a loan. When students do 
not qualify for band funding, some apply to that program.  

Students who have questions about OSAP or the OSAP application can contact the 
Financial Aid Office at the college or university they are attending, or plan to attend. 

To apply for September start date, the deadline 
was May 15th. This information has been posted 
by previous Education Officers starting earlier 
this year. For  the January start date, I will post 
the deadline for that in the next Bear Fax. 

June is the month we celebrate the Strawberry, 
the first berry of  the new season. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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(Continued from Page 7) 

This is definitely not the usual end to a school year but, ScholarTree.ca still wanted to 
provide a list of  scholarships that are available at some point from now until the end of  
August.  
Summer Scholarship List 
If  you can't access the list you can download an excel file using this link: https://
www.dropbox.com/s/f1zgn1j3cma29xx/Summer%202020%20Scholarships.xlsx?dl=0 
(Ignore the sign in, you can download the file without signing in) 
 

Gloria Harris - Interim Education Officer 
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Spring Cleaning? Rediscovered any photographs? 
 

We continue to welcome photo submissions of  previous Chief  and Council 
members to honour their work. Please send any photographs you’d like to 
submit along with the signed photo release form. These will be uploaded 
to the website for viewing under the Chief  and Council section. You can 
email them to me directly, or mail or fax them to my attention. 
 

Thank-you! Amber LaCrosse alacrosse@missanabiecree.com 

Return to Top Page 
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Aanii Boozhoo Tansay,  
We delivered the garden kits a few weeks ago and we are excited to see the progress!   

The Youth Council is still in the works and moving along. Although we are hoping to 

get a couple more youth reps in our Hub locations, we will continue to move forward 

with our first meeting in June. 

The online beading classes are going wonderfully, and everyone seems to really enjoy 

them. 

We are consistently planning, prepping, and brainstorming now and with the guidance 

of  a youth council we will hopefully continue to bring meaningful programming to our 

youth and community! 

For some ideas for crafts, visit craftionary.net and we will continue to try our best to 

bring ideas and fun to the community.  

Times they are a changin’  

Hope all is well and stay safe.  

Miigwetch  

April Wesley  

Choose Life Coordinator  

Return to Top Page 

Attention Members: 

Gift packs are being sent out to members with gift cards of  $100.00, 

sanitizer, masks, gloves, and information. 

Please watch for them in your mail.   I will be starting with Elders and the 

East Coast then the West Coast, then working my way back to Ontario. 

Lesley Gagnon 

Program Development 

https://www.craftionary.net/
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Hello Everyone!  

My name is Vanessa Mahan and I am the new Toronto Hub Coordinator. A 

little about myself, I am a mother of  4, and a member of  the Missanabie Cree 

First Nation.  I have lived in Toronto for most of  my life, so I am aware of  

many community outreach programs and resources. Make sure to send me an 

email with your contact information so I can have as many members on the 

list for communications about the programs.  I have also created a Facebook 

group, so please make sure you check that out and join the group so I can 

keep everyone updated with programming, plus it’s a great way for us to com-

municate with one another.  Also, you can reach me through email. 

Facebook page: Missanabie Cree First Nation Toronto Hub 

Email: toronto@missanabiecree.com 

I look forward to the new adventure and working with everyone in the Greater 

Toronto Area. 

Vanessa Mahan 

Toronto Hub Coordinator 

mailto:toronto@missanabiecree.com
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Missanabie Cree 

Family Services Team 

is inviting ALL BAND 

MEMBERS to               

participate!! 

When: Every 2 weeks on Wednesday starting June 3rd   

Time: 1:00-2:00pm 

Login: Search– Missanabie Cree  

Online Programming Group Link is provided for GoTo Meeting 

To View Live Drumming  

Return to Top Page 

No Registration Required 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/213683196602338/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/213683196602338/
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Are you struggling? 

Would you like someone to talk to? 

We have a NIHB counsellor available 

for telephone counselling.  

For more information: Please contact: 

Eva Dabutch– Family Services Supervisor @ 

edabutch@missanabiecree.com 

 

Return to Top Page 
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If you wish to send greetings, a 

story, or pictures for the 

Community News and Notes 

page,  please email Natalie at:    

ngauthier@missanabiecree.com  

Birthday wishes to my 

Granddaughter Jessica Pine 

Love You,                              

Nanny June 

Love you  

HAPPY 25TH ANNIVERSARY  

Debbie and Jason Ewing 

Love the Family 

Happy Birthday, 

Shawn 

Love You,                             

MOM 

Happy Birthday to 
everyone celebrating 
birthdays in June & 
July. 

Stay safe, stay Healthy 
and remember there 

are better days ahead. 

Reception/MCFN 

June Markie 

Return to Top Page 

Happy Birthday to my Great-

Grandson Siefer. 

Love You, Nanny June  

XXXXXXXOOOOOO 

Happy Birthday 

to my grandson Cody 

Love You, Nanny June 

mailto:ngauthier@missanabiecree.com
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During the Covid-19 outbreak, when available, MCFN Family 
Services will be assisting with emergency support at our main office 
by appointment only. If  you are an MCFN member and are in need, 
please call before you pick up to ensure there are staff  present to 
assist you. 
 

Visitors are restricted form entering the Missanabie Cree First Nation 
Office & the Family Services Office is closed at this time. 

Please call Eva at the MCFN Head Office @ 705-254-2702 and dial 5 
or email edabutch@missanabiecree.com to set up an appointment for 
pick-up. 

 

 

It is with heavy hearts that we announce that this year’s 2020 MCFN  

Annual Gathering is cancelled this year due to Covid-19 

(SARS-COV-2) provincial and federal restrictions. 
 

This is the first time in Missanabie Cree First Nation’s history that 

the gathering has been cancelled. Chief  & Council, Administration, 

and Family Services are looking forward to finding new ways to 

inform the community and have online meetings and programs. 

Return to Top Page 
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Until further notice, due to the outbreak of  Covid-19, the MCFN office 

will NOT be renewing or replacing Status Cards as our offices are 

closed to visitors.  

If  your card is expired and you need a temporary confirmation of  status,  

you can call (1) 844-280-5011 to make this request. INAC offices have 

posted the following :  

Secure Certificate of  Indian Status Application Centre 

COVID-19-related office closure: All Indigenous Services Canada offices 

for Indian status and secure status card applications will be closed until 

further notice due to circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

To support national efforts to contain the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

Public Enquiries Contact Centre is temporarily providing services via  e-

mail only. An agent will respond to your request as soon as possible. We 

are prioritizing requests based on their urgency. Updates on the status 

of  an application for Indian Status cannot be provided at this time.  

Email: InfoPubs@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca 

Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause. 

Return to Top Page 
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SATELLITE OFFICE:   www.missanabiecreefn.com 

559 Queen St. E  174B HWY 17B  Phone:    705-254-2702  

Sault Ste. Marie, ON Garden River, ON Toll Free:  1-800-319-3001 

P6A 2A3 P6A 6Z1  Fax:   705-254-3292 

Missanabie Cree First Nation Chief & Council 

Chief  Jason Gauthier Ext. 231 jgauthier@missanabiecree.com 

Deputy Chief Les Nolan  lnolan@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Cory McLeod  cmcleod@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Joanne Pezzo  jpezzo@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Bobbi Fletcher-Decorte bfletcher-decorte@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Shawn Pine   spine@missanabiecree.com 

Elder Liaison Glad Hawkins  gfletcher-hawkins@missanabiecree.com 

Youth Representative Vacant  

Missanabie Cree First Nation Staff  

Band Administrator Shereena Campbell Ext.  235 scampbell@missanabiecree.com 

Bookkeeper Louise Campbell  Ext.  224 lcampbell@missanabiecree.com 

Reception June Markie General Mailbox jmarkie@missanabiecree.com 

Program Development Lesley Gagnon  Ext.  226 lgagnon@missanabiecree.com 

Band Administrative Assistant Amber Lacrosse   Ext.  231 alacrosse@missanabiecree.com 

Post-Secondary Education Officer Gloria Harris Ext.  227 education@missanabiecree.com 

Governance Coordinator Natalie Gauthier Ext.  230 ngauthier@missanabiecree.com 

Comprehensive Community Jutta Horn Ext.  245 jhorn@missanabiecree.com 

Planning Coordinator    

Missanabie Cree Family Services   705-254-2702 

Temporary Location: 559 Queen St. E., Sault Ste. Marie, ON, P6A 2A3                          For all staff please remain on the line and leave message 

Family Services Supervisor  Eva Dabutch  Dial 5  edabutch@missanabiecree.com 

Reception Jana Harris  jharris@missanabiecree.com 

Family Well-being Worker  Vacant   

Choose Life Coordinator   Vacant   

Mental Health and addictions  Vacant   

Family Support Worker Bonnie Wiebe   edabutch@missanabiecree.com 

Missanabie Cree Business Corporation  705-949-6818 

Location: 477 Queen Street East, Suite 200, (2nd floor), The Queens Center, Sault Ste. Marie, ON, P6A 1Z5 

Cultural Facilitator Gloria Harris  gharris@missanabiecree.com 

Executive Assistant Brittany MacLean  bmaclean@missanabiecree.com 

Elders Council   Elders Liaison: Glad Fletcher-Hawkins 

Audrey Bateson  Bill Yerex Bonnie Weibe Carol Nolan Cathy Clement 

Cheryl Macumber D’Arcy Fletcher Debbie Ewing Diane Astle Gloria Harris 

Jackie Fletcher  Kathy Beaudry Kim Young Laura-Lee Rawlyk Lori Rainville 

Marion Nolan Shirley Bain Shelly Fletcher Shirley Horn Terri Lou Fletcher 

Pamela Rew      

Governance Coordinating Committee (GCC) 

Kyle Bateson  Deb Ewing  Victoria Pezzo 

CONTACTS  AND  OTHER  INFORMATION 
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VISION STATEMENT OF THE MISSANABIE CREE 

We are the Anishnabe of the Missanabie Cree First Nation  

whose vision is to have a united and self-governing body  

that will determine our destiny guided by the seven laws. 

 

We have a vision of a leadership that is open, honest, trustworthy; 

a leadership with conviction, accessible to the people; 

a leadership that is progressive yet respectful of our traditions, values and beliefs; 

a leadership with confidence, always watchful and assertive  

in protecting and preserving the treaty and aboriginal rights of our people; 

a leadership that is directed by our people  

and with exclusive accountability to our people and our people alone. 

  

We have a vision of our community re-established on the traditional lands  

that were once the homeland of our ancestors  

where institutions of our government, economy and education can once again thrive. 

  

We have a vision of a people where individuals and families can stand strong  

and find healing through tradition and spirituality;  

individuals and families who are loving and compassionate. 

  

We have a vision of a people who are bi-cultural and bi-lingual;  

a people who can walk in both worlds contributing to our well-being,  

the well-being of our brother and sister First Nations; contributing and competing globally. 

  

We have a vision of a Nation of people who respect the dignity of all;  

a people who find balance through equality of all ages, male and female alike. 

  

We have a vision of people who respect the environment,  

harvesting and reaping the resources of the land in a sustainable manner  

as responsible stewards for the use of future generations. 

  

We are the Anishnabe of the Missanabie Cree First Nation  

whose vision it is to regain and restore our rightful place  

and through the strength of our people, never again be denied our place in society. 

 

September  20, 1998 
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